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over It disagreed in their policy, led in the end to its being constituted
a separate parish.
We can find no instance of a public meeting being called in con-
nexion with any action of the county councils. In part, of course,
this is explained by the existence of the machinery of parish meeting
or parish council which should usually render unnecessary any ad hoc
organization for discussion of particular projects. However, in the case
of the Oxfordshire County Council, there have since 1900 only been
three or four actions of the council which have excited any comment
in the press. Presumably the formality of the quarterly meetings pre-
vents their having much news-value.1 The only public meeting about
municipal affairs in the boroughs, about which we have information,
was one held at Woodstock in 1934 to demand more publicity on the
proposed drainage scheme which the council had under considera-
tion.
Conclusion.
The work of local authorities has been greatly increased, perhaps
even doubled, by new legislation since 1914. Parliament has imposed
on them one duty after another, with the consequence that local
government officers have had to undertake work for which they
were not trained. There has also been a great multiplication of com-
mittees, for the reaction to a new duty has been, in many cases, the
appointment of a new committee to attend to it. This has resulted
in a gradual accretion of committees whose relations with each
other and with the departments which they control have become in-
creasingly complicated. If we consider the city of Oxford we find
that it has avoided the scandalous conflicts between departments
which have occurred in some pkces, but it is clear that a great deal
of time and energy, and therefore of money, has been wasted because
until recently little has been done to adapt the old machinery to its
new and increased functions. It is not surprising that the city council
has sometimes been charged with being slow and undecided in its
policy. If we look at some of the principal issues of the kst thirty-
six years we find that the charge has often been justified. It took
twelve years from the time when the old Tramway Company's lease
1 To remedy the admitted kck of public interest in the county council's proceedings
one councillor has made the interesting suggestion that committees should issue com-
muniques to the press. One imagines that it would be hard to get agreement on the
voiding of the communiques. In the counties, where the meetings of the full council
necessarily cannot be of much general interest, this is a serious problem. In Oxford-
shire, meetings of the education and public assistance committees, in Berkshire, meetings
of the education aiyj agricultural committees, are public.